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one which  involved  him   in   no   danger whatever.    Dangerous

though the Chin is on the offensive, it  was soon  found that  he

quickly loses heart on the defensive, and that the real way to

defeat him is to  ambush him and cut off  all cultivation.    In

the later expeditions, therefore, the plan of operations was to

first destroy the rebel villages, and then, instead of hunting the

rebel, with little chance of success, to place outposts on all the sites

of the villages, and systematically ambush all paths and patches

of cultivation. While villages had still to be attacked it was found

almost impossible to avoid casualties ; it was impossible to avoid

being ambushed. Planking parties, however, minimized the danger,

and to prevent the enemy slipping round the flankers and firing into

the main body, it was found advisable for the  main body  and

rear-guard, as well as the advance-guard, to have men on the flank.

When Chins fired from ambush it was found best to   rush them;

the Chin hates a rush, and when he knew that he would get one he

paid less attention to his aim than to his way of escape,   which

would not have been the case had he known that his volley  would

cause a temporary check to the advance of the troops.

Grey dawn was the Chin's favourite time for attacking a camp,
and all columns had to be particularly alert in the early morning,
at which hour we constantly lost men who had carelessly wander-
ed outside the picquets.

Double sentries were found advisable at night. A Chin is un-
rivalled in his cunning ; he would wriggle up to a sentry as noise-
lessly as a snake, and shoot him in the back at the distance of a
few feet, trusting in his own speed and the darkness to make good
his escape.

In 1889, murder and theft at night were so rife that, in addition
to abattis and sentries and outlying picquets, a system of "tell-
tales'5 was improvised, which consisted of numerous kerosine and
other tins being connected with strings and strewn round the post.
It was expected that the Chins would trip over the tins and so
give warning to the sentries. The life of the " tell-tale " system,
however, was short. Each dawn showed that the tins had dis-
appeared, having been carried off under the noses of the sentries
by (the Chins, who wanted them for the sake of converting the
Bolder into bullets.